Lessons from His Life   







         (Lesson 4)

The Forgiveness and Pardoning of the Messenger (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam)
(STORY #1): A man had done black magic on Rasulullah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) and the bad effects of it remained on the Prophet for many days. Then Jibril (alaihis salam) came to him and informed him of the person who had done the black magic upon him. 
The man had tied knots on a rope and had hid it inside some well. So Jibril told the Messenger to send someone to bring that object which had the spell on it. So the Messenger (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) sent Ali (radhiAllahu anhu) to take it out of the well and have the knots opened.   When the knots were opened, the Prophet was relieved and felt as if he was released from being tied up. 
After that day, the Prophet never mentioned the matter to that man and neither did he show any anger on his face till the day the Prophet left this world. (Narrated by Ahmad and Nasa`i) 

Lesson #1: This story teaches us that true forgiveness and pardon is that you do not even mention to the person his fault and do not express any anger over what has been done to you.
(STORY #2): It is narrated that a woman brought some poisoned meat for the Prophet which he ate some of and so did some of the companions. Then after a moment the Messenger salallahu alaihi wa sallam told them, “Lift your hands from the meat!” So the Messenger had the woman brought before him and asked, “Did you poison the meat?” So she replied, “Yes.” He said to her, “Why did you do such a thing?” She said, “If you were truly a Prophet then you would not get affected and if you were an imposter then we would be relieved of you.”
Rasulullah (salallahu alaihi wa sallam) then left her alone and did not punish her.  Some of his companions even died from the poisoned meat. After that, Rasulullah (salallahu alaihi wa sallam) would take treatment for removing the poison from his blood. (Narrated by Bukhari, Abu Daud and Ahmad) 

Lesson #1: We learn from this story that Rasulullah (salallahu alaihi wa sallam) pardoned even those who tried to kill him. 
Lesson #2: In some narrations it is mentioned that he pardoned the lady, but when some of the companions died from the poisoned meat, he was compelled to punish the lady for her crime of killing those innocent companions. This shows that Rasulullah (salallahu alaihi wa sallam) would never take revenge for himself, but when other people would be hurt, he would take retribution from the wrongdoer for the sake of justice.   
