Lessons from His Life   







         (Lesson 9)

The Forbearance of the Messenger (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam)
The Messenger (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) was the most forbearing of all people. And this means that he would be tolerant and patient at times when people would try to provoke him. He would have the opportunity to retaliate but would not do so.
● (STORY #1) Zaid ibn Sa`anah (radhiAllahu anhu) was a Jew before accepting Islam and he was closely watching the Prophet salallahu alaihi wa sallam. He said: I have seen all the signs of prophethood in Muhammad except for two and they are; his forbearance will dominate the ignorance which is done upon him and the more you are ignorant with him, the more he becomes soft and forbearing upon you.
So he says I got closer to him in order to test him and check for these two prophetic qualities. 

He had given the Messenger 80 gold pieces to borrow, and the Messenger promised that he would pay it back at a specific time. So 2 or 3 days before the appointed time, he came to the Messenger and pulling on his shirt, and looking at him in a very harsh and stern way said, “Where’s my money, O Muhammad! You people are all like this.” (I.e. delaying in paying back money). 

Then Umar (radhiAllahu anhu) stood up and said, “O enemy of Allah! Is this how you speak to the Prophet?! If I was not afraid that you will hurt him in retaliation then I would fix you up!!”

Then Rasulullah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) just calmly looked at Umar (radhiAllahu anhu) smiled and said: “O Umar, we were more in need of your assistance than anything else.”  

Rasulullah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) then told Umar (radhiAllahu anhu): “Go, O Umar, and pay off his debt on my behalf and add 20 more saas in place of threatening him.” So Umar went and paid of his debt and added an extra 20 saas, as the Prophet ordered him.
Then Zaid ibn Sa`anah said to Umar (radhiAllahu anhu): “The only reason I did this, O Umar, was because I had seen in him all of the qualities mentioned in the Torah except his forbearance.  I put to test that quality today, and found it just as it has been mentioned in the Torah.  I give the 20 saas of dates and have of my wealth to the poor and needy Muslims.” 

Thus, Zaid ibn Sa`anah and all of his family and tribe became Muslim.  
(Narrated by Tabarani, Ibn Hibbaan, and Hakim)
Lesson #1: We clearly learn from this story how forbearing the Messenger (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) was. The more he would be provoked, the more he would show softness and tolerance.
Lesson #2: This story shows that the signs and characteristics of the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) had been mentioned in the Bible, Torah, and previously revealed Divine Books.
● (STORY #2)
Abu Hurairah (radhiallahu anhu) narrates that the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) was speaking to them one day when all of the sudden a Bedouin appeared and pulled on the shawl of the  Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) so hard that it left a mark on the neck of the Prophet and it became red.

The Bedouin said: “O Muhammad! Fill my two camels up with food and grain, from the wealth that you have!”

Rasulullah (salallahu alaihi wa sallam) replied: “The wealth is not mine, it belongs to Allah. And I will not give you anything until I take payback for what you did to me, i.e. for pulling on my shawl.”
The Bedouin replied, “Never.”

The Prophet said: “And why is that?”

So the Bedouin said: “Because you do not counter evil with evil.”

So the Prophet (salallahu alaihi wa sallam) laughed and ordered that both his camels be loaded with dates and grain.

(Narrated Abu Daud)

 Lesson: The tolerance of the Messenger (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) was the quality which made the hard and mean Bedouins and enemies to enter into Islam wholeheartedly.

